For Immediate Release Contact: Theresa Bourgeois
March 31, 2006 Phone: (518) 276-2840
E-mail: bourgt@rpi.edu

Statement from President Shirley Ann Jackson on the Death of
Reverend Thomas Phelan

To: The Rensselaer Community
From: Shirley Ann Jackson, Ph.D.

It is with deep sorrow that | announce the passing of the Reverend Thomas Phelan, who devoted
more than four decades of his life to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as chaplain and dean of
humanities and social sciences. Rev. Phelan most recently was the Institute Dean, Institute
Historian, and Professor Emeritus.

Dean Phelan was an extraordinary person. He was a professor, dean, historian, and wise
counselor. Above all, he was a builder of community who also realized the value of understanding
and documenting our rich history. The legacy he has left behind is as grand as the life he lived.
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He also wrote extensively, on historical theology, American material culture (especially as it
reflects our industrial heritage), and higher education. He is perhaps best known for his writings on
the American Industrial Revolution, using the Troy area as a model for understanding the
implications of industrialization in U.S. history. He wrote a landmark piece on the evolution of
Christian liturgical garb and a significant piece on the making of Windsor chairs.

Dean Phelan's work through the years earned him numerous honors. He was elected a fellow of the
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distinguished service to Rensselaer in 1986, the first Community Service Award from the
Hudson-Mohawk Consortium of Colleges and Universities in 1987, and the Academic Citizens
Laureate Award from the State University of New York Foundation at Albany in 1988.

A portrait of Dean Phelan, by artist Langdon Quin, hangs in tribute to him in the Russell Sage
Laboratory on the Rensselaer campus.

As Rensselaer Trustee Neal Barton '58 has said, "Few among us, in the history of this school, have
so powerfully demonstrated what it means to love and to serve with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength."

Our thoughts and best wishes are with the Phelan family and friends.

Information about services and other arrangements

About Rensselaer

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, founded in 1824, is the nation’s oldest technological university.
The university offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in engineering, the sciences,
information technology, architecture, management, and the humanities and social sciences.
Institute programs serve undergraduates, graduate students, and w ing professionals around
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